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ABSTRACT

This systematic literature review examines the economic and tourism
impacts of football events on local communities, aiming to synthesise
empirical evidence, evaluate methodological approaches, and identify
determinants of success or failure. Utilising the PRISMA framework, the
study analysed 92 peer-reviewed articles published between 2000 and
2023 from databases including Scopus, Web of Science, and EBSCO host.
Inclusion criteria prioritised empirical studies on international, regional,
and domestic football events, while theoretical analyses and non-football
sports events were excluded. Data extraction focused on variables such
as event type, geographic context, and stakeholder governance, with
quality assessment conducted via the Mixed Methods Appraisal Tool
(MMAT). Thematic analysis revealed three key findings: (1) mega-events
generate significant short-term economic gains (78% of studies),
particularly in hospitality and transportation sectors, but long-term
sustainability remains limited (34% of studies), often overshadowed by
hidden costs like infrastructure debt; (2) stakeholder collaboration and
inclusive governance enhance benefit distribution, as seen in Germany's
post-2006 World Cup tourism growth (+8% over five years); and (3) small-
scale events demonstrate greater economic sustainability and
community engagement compared to mega-events due to lower costs
and localized participation. The study highlights disparities between
developed and developing nations, where the latter experience higher
short-term GDP growth (+15%) but face greater financial risks. These
findings underscore the need for transparent cost-benefit frameworks,
post-event audits, and prioritised investment in regional events. By
integrating quantitative and qualitative insights, this review proposes a
holistic model for optimising football events as tools for equitable and
sustainable development.
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INTRODUCTION

Football has long been a global phenomenon transcending the boundaries of mere
sport. As one of the world’'s most popular sports, football not only entertains billions of
spectators but also serves as a driver of economic and tourism development at local and
international levels(FIFA, 2022). Large-scale football events, such as the FIFA World Cup,
UEFA Champions League, or regional tournaments like the Copa Ameérica and UEFA
European Championship, are often regarded as strategic opportunities to boost regional
revenue, attract investment, and promote tourism destinations(Gibson et al., 2012). Data
from reveals that the 2022 World Cup in Qatar attracted over 1.4 million international
tourists, with an estimated economic contribution of USD 17 billion. However, behind
these optimistic figures lies a complex academic debate on the sustainability of such
economic and tourism benefits and whether the infrastructure and social costs incurred
are proportionate to the gains (Preuss, 2007; Zimbalist, 2015). Studies by (Baade &
Matheson (2004) caution that the economic impacts of major sporting events are often
overstated, while long-term implications such as public debt or underutilised assets are
rarely comprehensively accounted for.

This context underscores the importance of understanding the multidimensional
relationship between football events and local economic and tourism development. Over
recent decades, scholarly literature has attempted to measure these impacts through
various approaches, ranging from direct revenue analyses (hospitality and
transportation sectors) to indirect effects such as destination branding and economic
spillovers to supporting industries (Lee & Taylor, 2005; Solberg & Preuss, 2015). For
instance, a study of the 2002 FIFA World Cup in South Korea and Japan found that while
asurgeintourist visits occurred during the event, long-term tourism benefits were more
closely tied to enhanced global awareness of the host destinations. Conversely, (Du
Plessis & Maennig, 2011) case study of the 2010 World Cup in South Africa revealed that
the event's success in driving local economies heavily depended on pre-existing
infrastructure capacity and community participation in supply chains. However, these
findings are not always consistent. Researchers like (Matheson, 20086) criticise claims of
positive economic impacts by highlighting how opportunity costs and misallocated
public budgets often erode the net benefits of mega-events.

The central challenges in this field revolve around methodological uncertainties
and fragmented empirical findings regarding the impacts of football events. First, many
prior studies rely on aggregated macroeconomic data that fail to capture micro-level
variations, such as income distribution among social groups or small-to-medium
enterprises(J. L. Crompton, 2006). Second, there is temporal disparity in analyses, with
most research focusing on short-term effects (during and immediately after events),
while evaluations of long-term impacts, such as shifts in tourist behaviour or post-event
infrastructure utilisation, remain limited (Grix & Houlihan, 2013). Third, selection bias
frequently occurs in the literature, where studies funded by event organisers tend to
emphasise economic benefits, whereas independent research is more critical of

922


mailto:idonsinurat@gmail.com1

Systematic Literature Review: The Impact Of Football Events On Local Economy And Tourism Sector.

Ridwan Sinurat™, Michael Johannes Hadiwijaya Louk?5?, ,Amin Pujiati*®-?, Mohammad Syaffruddin Kuryanto*, Khairul
Anam®?, Yudo Harvianto®®

idonsinurat@gmail.com™

potential drawbacks (J. L. Crompton, 2006; Deccio & Baloglu, 2002). Consequently,
policymakers and stakeholders often struggle to formulate evidence-based strategies to
maximise benefits and mitigate risks when bidding to host football events (Getz, 2012).

To address these issues, the literature proposes several general solutions. First,
the integration of multidisciplinary approaches, such as combining economic analyses
with sociopolitical studies, is critical to understanding the complex dynamics between
football events and local contexts (Grix & Houlihan, 2013). For example, (Higham, 1999)
emphasises the role of football as part of sport tourism, which not only generates
economic impacts but also shapes a destination’s cultural identity. Second, developing
more robust methodologies, such as real-time (high frequency) data and counterfactual
modelling, is necessary to isolate event-specific impacts from pre-existing economic
trends(Kasimati, 2003). The study of the 2000 UEFA Euro in the Netherlands and Belgium
exemplifies how counterfactual approaches can reveal that tourism revenue increases
are not always directly correlated with event hosting. Third, scholars advocate for
transparency and standardisation in economic reporting, including disclosures of hidden
costs such as environmental impacts or disruptions to local communities (Mdller, 2015)).

More specifically, solutions proposed in prior literature focus on three key aspects.
First, longitudinal studies are essential to track the evolution of economic and tourism
impacts over time. (Solberg & Preuss, 2015), In their analysis of the Olympics and World
Cup, they found that destination branding effects can persist for 5-10 years post-event
but depend heavily on sustained marketing and tourism product development. Second,
differentiating between event typesis critical. (Gibson et al., 2012) Argue that small-scale
or regional football events, such as domestic leagues or youth tournaments, may yield
more measurable and sustainable economic impacts for local communities compared to
mega-events, due to lower costs and more inclusive community participation. Third,
involving local stakeholders in event planning and implementation is vital (Weed, M.,
Coren, E., & Fiore, 2015). The case of the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, as critiqued by
(Zimbalist, 2015), demonstrates that a lack of community dialogue led to social protests
and disproportionate budget allocations for "prestigious" infrastructure that failed to
addressresidents’actual needs.

A review of relevant literature reveals that while significant progress has been
made in understanding football event impacts, notable research gaps persist. Most
studies focus on mega-events like the World Cup or UEFA Euro, underrepresenting
medium or local scale events (J. Crompton, 2004). Additionally, few studies compare
impacts across countries with differing economic and political contexts, despite factors
such as political stability, institutional capacity, and community participation potentially
moderating observed outcomes (Allmers & Maennig, 2009). Furthermore, although
quantitative methodologies (e.g., input-output analysis, CGE modelling) dominate, the
integration of qualitative approaches such as interviews with local businesses or
analyses of community perceptions remains limited (Preuss, 2007). These qualitative
aspects are crucial for uncovering the mechanisms behind statistical trends, such as
why tourist influxes do not always translate to improved local welfare (Du Plessis &
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Maennig, 2011). (Kasimati, 2003) confirms that a lack of consensus in defining key
variables (e.g., "economic impact" or "event success") also contributes to fragmented
findings.

Based on these identified gaps, this Systematic Literature Review (SLR)aims to: (1)
synthesize recent empirical findings on the impacts of football events on local
economies and tourism sectors, (2) critique the methodologies and assumptions
underlying economic-tourism impact claims, and (3) develop a conceptual framework
integrating determinants of success or failure in maximizing event benefits. The novelty
of this study lies in its holistic approach, which not only compiles findings from diverse
geographical and event contexts but also identifies cross-study patterns toinform policy
recommendations (Weed, M., Coren, E., & Fiore, 2015). The scope encompasses peer-
reviewed literature published between 2000-2023, focusing on football events hosted at
international, regional, and domestic levels. By mapping research developments over
two decades, this study aims to provide a comprehensive perspective on how football
events can be managed as inclusive and sustainable tools for economic and tourism
development (J. Crompton, 2004; Higham, 1999).

METHODS

This study adopted the Systematic Literature Review (SLR) methodology to
identify, evaluate, and synthesise empirical findings related to the impact of football
events on local economies and tourism. SLR was chosen because of its ability to provide
a comprehensive, transparent, and structured review, while reducing selection bias
common in traditional narrative reviews (Kitchenham & Charters, 2007; Tranfield et al.,
2003). The research protocol followed the PRISMA (Preferred Reporting ltems for
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) gquidelines to ensure accuracy and
reproducibility (Liberati et al., 2009). The main stages included: (1) formulation of
research questions, (2) literature search, (3) study selection, (4) data extraction, (5)
quality assessment, (6) thematic analysis, and (7) synthesis of findings.

A literature search was conducted in Scopus, Web of Science, EBSCOhost
(SportDiscus), PubMed, and ProQuest databases, with publications spanning January 2000-
December 2023. Additional searches using backwards-forward citation tracking techniques
on seminal studies (Baade & Matheson, 2004; Preuss, 2007) and grey literature (FIFA, OECD
reports) were conducted to complement the findings (Wohlin, 2014). Inclusion/exclusion
criteria were designed according to the recommendations of (Petersen et al. (2015):

Table 1.
Inclusion/exclusion criteria were designed according to the recommendations.
Inclusion Criteria Exclusion Criteria
Empirical studies (quantitative/qualitative/mixed) Theoretical studies without data analysis
Focus on football events Non-football sporting events
(international/regional/domestic)
Publication 2000-2023 Media/popular reports
Full text available Duplicate or unclear methodological studies
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The selection process was carried out in stages (Figure 1) using the PRISMA
diagram. Of the 1,250 identified studies, 428 duplicates were removed using reference
management software Mendeley. Two independent researchers screened the
titles/abstracts, resulting in 355 eligible studies. After full-text assessment, 92 studies
met the inclusion criteria. Discrepancies in assessment were resolved through
discussion with a third researcher (Liberati et al., 2009).

1.250 studi
dari database

I— 3| 428duplikat
< dihapus

Skrining
822 studi

setelah huplikat
—

EEE—— 355 studi
Al lolos abstrak
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Figure 1: PRISMA diagram
(Visual description in text due to platform limitations)

Data were extracted into a structured format, including the variables: author, year,
location, methodology, main findings, and study quality. To ensure reliability, 15% of the
sample was validated by external researchers (inter-rater reliability = 89%)(Cooper, 2017).

Table 2.
Data Extraction

Author Location Methods Key Findings Quality (MMAT

(Year) Score)
DuPlessis &  South Africa High-frequency 12% increase in tourists during the 85%

Maennig(2011) data analysis 2010 World Cup

Lee & Taylor South Tourist survey Long-term tourism impacts are

(2005) Korea/Japan more significant than short-term 78%

ones

Gibson et al. USA Qualitative case Small events increase community 829

(2008) study participation

Study quality was assessed using the Mixed Methods Appraisal Tool (MMAT) version
2018 (Hong, Q. N., 2018), with the following criteria: Instrument validity (quantitative) /
Context transparency (qualitative) Sample representativeness, Management of
researcher bias, Consistency of analysis. Studies with scores <60% were excluded from
the main synthesis (12 studies were eliminated). Method triangulation (quantitative-
qualitative) and source triangulation (studies from developed vs. developing countries)
were applied to enhance validity (Denzin, 1978; Flick, 2004). Data were visualised using
Tableau to show temporal and geographic trends. Methodological limitations include:
Language bias: Only English/Indonesian studies were included. Data availability:
Paid/limited access studies may have been missed. For mitigation, researchers
conducted a sensitivity analysis by comparing findings from reputable journals (01/02)
and grey literature (Adams, J., 2017).
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Result

Based on the analysis of 92 studies that met the inclusion criteria, three main
themes were identified regarding the impact of football events on local economies and
tourism: (1) disparities in short-term vs. long-term impacts, (2) the role of stakeholder
governance, and (3) variation in impacts by event type. Seventy-eight percent (72/92) of
studies reported significant increases in hospitality and transport sector revenues
during the event (Table 2). However, only 34 percent (31/92) noted sustained economic
benefits 15 years post-event. At the regional level, developing countries showed higher
economic impacts (average +15% of GRDP) than developed countries (+7%) due to a
combination of infrastructure investment and enhanced destination.

Table 3.
Ringkasan Temuan Utama
Category Number of Percentage Examples of Findings
Studies
Short-term economic 72 78% 20% increase in hotel occupancy during
impact the 2014 World Cup (Brazil)
Long-term economic 31 34% +8% tourism growth post-2006 World Cup
impact (Germany)
Negative 45 49% USD 15 billion infrastructure debt post-
impact/hidden costs 2014 World Cup (Brazil)
Local community 28 30% 65% of Qatari MSMEs benefited during the
participation 2022 World Cup

Distribusi Dampak Ekonomi Berdasarkan Jenis Event
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@
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Jenis Event

Diagram 1.
Distribution of Economic Impacts by Event Type

Mega events (World Cup/Euro): 58 studies (63%), high impact but risk of hidden
costs. Regional events(Copa América/AFC Cup): 22 studies(24%), moderate impact with
better community participation. Domestic events (local leagues): 12 studies (13%), low
impact but sustainable. These findings reinforce (Baade & Matheson, 2004) the
argument that claims of economic impacts of football events are often hyperbolic,
especially for mega events. Short-term revenue spikes in the hospitality sector do not
necessarily reflect sustainability, given that 49% of studies report hidden costs such as
infrastructure debt or stranded assets (Zimbalist, 2015). In Qatar, although the 2022
World Cup increased GDP by 4.5%, only 18% of the new jobs were permanent (FIFA, 2022).
This isin line with (Preuss, 2007) critique of “legacy” that often fails to be realised post-
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event. The role of stakeholder governance is a critical success factor. A case study of the
2006 World Cup in Germany (Solberg & Preuss, 2015) showed that collaboration between
government, local clubs, and SMEs was able to sustain tourism growth of +8% over 5
years. In contrast, in Brazil in 2014, minimal community participation in planning resulted
in 82% of infrastructure being unused post-event (Zimbalist, 2015). This finding supports
(Weed, M., Coren, E., & Fiore, 2015) proposition that local stakeholder inclusivity is key to
reducing the risk of white elephant projects. Variation in impact by event type confirms
the hypothesis (Gibson et al., 2012). Small-scale events such as the Indonesian Premier
League or the FA Cup show more measurable economic impact (+5% local revenue on
average)with 40% higher community participation compared to mega events. However,
limited longitudinal data(only 12 studies spanning >5 years) make long-term comparative
analysis difficult.

Tren Dampak Pariwisata Jangka Panjang

12} = Negara Maijt
Negara Berkembang

Diagram 2.
Long-Term Tourism Impact Trends

Developed countries: Increase in tourists +5% (year 1), stable at +3% (year 5).
Developing countries: Increased by +12% (year 1), decreased to +4% (year 5) due to a lack
of sustainable marketing. Theoretically, this study enriches the Economic Multiplier
Effect model by including moderating variables such as stakeholder governance and
event type. The findings on regional disparities also support the Dependency Theory in
the context of sports economics, where developing countries tend to be “dependent” on
foreign investment for mega events (Grix & Houlihan, 2013). The main limitations of this
study are publication publication-negative studies tend not to be published, and the
focus on English/Indonesian language literature. Future research is recommended to
conduct longitudinal studies in underrepresented countries. Integrate qualitative
analysis of community perceptions using an ethnographic approach. Investigate the
impact of women's soccer events, which are stillunderexplored only 2 studies in this SLR.

Table 4
Comparison of Mega Events vs. Small-Scale Events
Parameters Mega-Event Small-Scale Events
Short-term economic impact High (+15-25%) Medium (+5-10%)
Long-term economic impact Low (0-5%) Medium (+3-8%)
Community participation Low (20-30%) High (40-60%)
Hidden costs High (debt, stranded assets) Low(minimal new infrastructure)
Example 2022 World Cup (Qatar) Indonesian Premier League
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Distribusi Geografis Studi yang Dianalisis

Diagram 3.
Geographical Distribution of Analysed Studies

Europe: 38 studies (41%) focused on the Euro and the Champions League. South
America: 22 studies (24 %) predominantly analysing the 2014 World Cup. Asia: 18 studies
(20%), including the 2002 and 2022 World Cups. Africa: 10 studies (11%), mainly the 2010
World Cup. Others: 4 studies (4%).

CONCLUSION

Football, as a global phenomenon, exerts a dual impact on local economies and
tourism. A systematic analysis of 92 empirical studies reveals that mega events such as
the FIFA World Cup or UEFA Euro significantly boost short-term revenue, particularly in
the hospitality and transportation sectors. However, only 34% of studies demonstrate
sustained economic benefits 1-b years post-event. In developing nations, GDP spikes
(+15%) are often overshadowed by infrastructure debt and underutilised assets, as seen
in Brazil after the 2014 World Cup. Meanwhile, developed countries like Germany
illustrate how collaboration among stakeholders, governments, local clubs, and SMEs
can sustain tourism growth (+8%)through well-planned legacy strategies. These findings
reinforce critiques of hyperbolic economic impact claims while emphasising that event
success hinges not only on scale but also on inclusive governance.

Based on these insights, priority policy recommendations include three key areas.
First, governments and event organisers should shift focus from mega events to small-
scale or regional events, which prove more sustainable with 40-60% community
participation. Second, transparency in reporting hidden costssuch as environmental
impacts and infrastructure debt, must be mandated in host proposals. Third, post-event
evaluation frameworks should require independent audits to ensure public assets avoid
becoming "white elephants." For researchers, future studies must address
methodological gaps by expanding longitudinal research in underrepresented regions
and integrating qualitative approaches to capture community perceptions often
overlooked in statistical data. Theoretically, this study advocates refining the Economic
Multiplier Effect model by incorporating moderating variables like stakeholder
governance and event typology. For instance, active community participation has been
shown to improve economic benefit distribution by 30-50%, as evidenced in Germany'’s
2006 World Cup. Additionally, cross-national comparative studies are needed to explore
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how political stability and institutional capacity shape divergent outcomes between
developed and developing nations. Ethically, researchers must prioritise publishing null
or negative findings to counterbalance bias, given that 72% of studies in this SLR
emphasised positive impacts. Ultimately, football events are not a panacea for economic
and tourism development. They can catalyse growth if managed with principles of
transparency, inclusivity, and sustainability, yet risk exacerbating inequalities if reduced
to mere prestige projects. Thus, synergy among academics, policymakers, and local
communities is key to transforming sporting events into equitable and sustainable
development tools.
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